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An event for a good cause was 
held in the Memorial Union Ball-
room last Sunday evening, April 
23. Students had the opportunity 
to att end and donate to the cam-
Handling sexual assault on 
a college campus poses unique 
problems that are forcing institu-
tions to expedite the process. In an 
att empt to ensure a victim doesn’t 
run into her or his att acker on the 
way to class, university adminis-
trations rely on the “preponder-
ance of evidence,” as opposed to 
the more popular “beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.”
The “preponderance of 
evidence” is typically used in 
civil court cases and requires that 
50.01 percent of evidence pro-
vided in a case either confi rm or 
deny a sexual assault has taken 
place. While this process ensures 
a decision is made quickly, it 




















Afterward, he was banned from 
campus and suspended from the 
university for three years.
There was only one problem: 
after conducting a separate inves-
tigation, the Grand Forks Police 
Department had concluded that 
Warner’s accuser had lied.
After numerous requests to 
UND for appeals, Warner eventu-
ally sought the assistance of the 
Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Education (FIRE), who wrote to 
then president of the university, 
Robert O. Kelley, requesting an 
appeal. The request was denied 
again.
It was only after the FIRE 
Chairman Harvey A. Silverglate 
wrote an opinion article in The 
Wall Street Journal that UND fi -
nally agreed to grant Warner an 
appeal. Not long afterward, the 
conviction against Warner was 
dropped and he was free to return 
to campus.
While this situation and oth-
ers like it aren’t typical, it exposes 
a potentially damaging fl aw in 
the system. The issues brought 
to light by the negative national 
att ention toward UND during 
Caleb Warner’s time leave this 
reporter wondering if the “pre-
ponderance of evidence” is really 
the best way to approach cases in-
volving sexual assault.
Addressing the problem
In 2015, CAWS North Dakota 
released annual statistics stating 
1,041 primary victims of sexual 
assault were served by sexual as-
sault crisis centers across North 
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“While this 
process ensures 
a decision is 
made quickly, 












on the college 
campus 
pus Relay for Life, an organiza-
tion that looks to help fi ght and 
prevent cancer, during their Mr. 
Relay: Male Pageant Contest.
The night began with intro-
ductions of each of the contestant, 
as well as the judges. Each were 
able to share very touching stories 
as to how they became involved 
in the fi ght against cancer.
One of the judges, Maria 
Schmidt, described her experi-
ence batt ling breast cancer as she 
was still att ending classes. Able to 
complete her classes in a timely 
manner, Schmidt had said her 
fellow classmates and professors 
were very supportive throughout 
her fi ght.
In addition pageant winner, 
Brock Taylor was able to share his 
motivation as to why he continues 
to take part in events to raise can-
cer awareness. 
“I lost my aunt through ovar-
ian cancer when I was nine years 
old,” Taylor said. “Having gone 
continues on page 2
continues on page 2
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Sheldon Hatlen is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
sheldon.hatlen@und.edu
1 | Assault
Dakota. These numbers 
show a steady incline from 
2014, in which 913 primary 
victims were served.
How many of these in-
cidents are occurring on 
college campuses? Accord-
ing to statistics provided by 
RAINN online, 11.2 percent 
of all students — under-
graduate and graduate — 
experience rape or sexual 
assault in some manner.
While that might seem 
low, apply 11.2 percent to 
the modest average enroll-
ment at the University of 
North Dakota: 15,000. That 
comes out to roughly 1,650 
students.
Lieutenant Don Ras-
muson, a 37-year veteran 
of the University Police De-
partment (UPD), provides 
sexual assault response 
training to offi  cers. As one 
through that, this event re-
ally hit home for me. She 
was also my godmother, so 
when I did lose her, I got 
more involved in creating 
awareness for cancer.” 
Members of the Hon-
ors Service Learning group 
were there to keep the 
night lighthearted and fun. 
Mariah Jorda, a student 
on campus, was one of the 
members in the group pre-
viously mentioned that was 
able to assist in organizing 
the event.
“Our whole goal was to 
raise a litt le bit of money, 
but also to raise interest in 
Relay for Life,” Jorda said. 
“We’re planning a big event 
for next year, so we wanted 
to get some interest, and 
to get some new commit-
tee members. In addition, 
we also really wanted to 
remind people that we are 
a force on campus and to 
help raise awareness for our 
organization.”
UND’s Relay for Life 
partnered with the Honors 
Service Learning group, 
and according to Jorda, 
they’ve been helpful with 
a lot of their publicity. 
Matt Eidson is the Editor-in-Chief for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
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Lieutenant Don Rasmuson is a UND police officer and intellegence of-
ficer in the Department of Public Safety.
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Mr. Relay contestants pose after the competition on Sunday, April 23, 2017 at the Memorial Union 
Ballroom.
                                                   Kyle Zimmerman / Dakota Student
Mr. Relay contestant Mickey Mouse (Brock Taylor) has his face shaved 
by his girlfriend during a talent portion of the competition on Sunday, 
April 23, 2017.
They’ve also been helpful 
as an advisory on campus. 
“Our actual advisor for 
the organization is, as of 
now, in California,” Jorda 
said. “So it’s been really 
diffi  cult coordinating with 
them long distance. It’s 
nice to be able to work with 
someone within the area.”
As in a traditional pag-
eant, a runway, talent show 
and interview portion was 
required of the contestants 
in order to win the grand 
prize. The big prize of the 
night was a year’s worth of 
free Pizza Ranch.
During the talent por-
tion, contestants showcased 
their creative and unique 
abilities. Some participants 
presented their talents 
through music performanc-
es, while others did stand-
up and comedic skits. 
Pageant contestants 
came to the event with 
their own costume design. 
Costumes featured were: 
a Mickey Mouse outfi t, a 
pink onesie accompanied 
with a blue shield, a grey 
suit with a black tie and 
lastly, a ‘brother nature’ 
themed costume.
The event ran from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m., with free 
food provided by the local 
Deeks Pizza, and drinks 
provided by the university.
Even though some 
contestants didn’t win 
the grand prize, everyone 
knew they were there for 
something more important. 
Tom Longar, male pageants 
second runner-up and a 
current student, knew the 
win was giving his sup-
port to fi ght with the cause 
against cancer.
“Events like this really 
bring in a lot of people to-
gether for a good cause,” 
Longar said. “It reaches out 
to students who might have 
been aff ected by cancer 
in the past. It helps bring 
awareness and it lets stu-
dents, especially younger 
ones who might not know, 
get involved themselves.”
Anyone who has any 
question in regards to 
UND’s Relay for Life or 
upcoming events involv-
ing them, can fi nd them 
through their homepage lo-
cated on Facebook.
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of the many representa-
tives who assisted in creat-
ing and implementing the 
North Dakota Model Law 
Enforcement Sexual As-
sault Policy, Rasmuson con-
siders sexual assault a prob-
lem that must be handled 
quickly and eff ectively.   
Years ago, UPD began 
implementing training pro-
grams for police offi  cers in 
an eff ort to ensure the uni-
versity handled sexual as-
sault appropriately. Though 
the system isn’t perfect, the 
adjustments have yielded 
positive results.
“We wanted to make 
sure that we were…if not 
doing it exactly right, at 
least making a good faith 
eff ort to do it right,” Ras-
muson said. “To make sure 
(victims) weren’t falling 
though the cracks.”
Rasmuson says one 
of the problems UPD had 
to overcome was “victim 
blaming.” Victim blaming 
is the assumption that, fol-
lowing a wrongful act, the 
victim is at least partially 
responsible for the incident. 
Rasmuson says that victim 
blaming is a problem that 
aff ects everyone, not just 
police departments.
“We’re more aware of 
how victims respond to 
traumatic event like sexual 
assault,” Rasmuson said. 
“Law enforcement and the 
public in general has a vi-
sion in their mind of how…
victims should behave, and 
you can’t put everybody in 
that same litt le box because 
everybody is going to re-
spond diff erently.”
Rasmuson acknowl-
edge that his mission to 
train and prepare offi  cers to 
handle sexual assault cases 
is a diffi  cult one. Despite 
the challenge, Rasmuson 
has always been willing to 
put in the time and eff ort.
“It’s a real batt le to 
change society and how 
they look at it,” Rasmuson 
said. “Because I get push 
back from other offi  cers, 
and I’ve been training of-
fi cers for probably a dozen 
years or more now on sex-
ual assaults. We’re gett ing 
away from, ‘why did you 
go to that party? How come 
you had so much to drink? 
How come you were wear-
ing such skimpy clothes?’” 
Rasmuson said. “We’re try-
ing to hold the off enders 
responsible for what they’re 
doing.”
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The power trio formed 
in 2003 and released their 
first album “The Pink Spi-
ders Are Taking Over!” 
later that year. This seven 
song album was home-
made, far away from any 
high-end studios. 
The album would get 
their feet moving so they 
could release their second 
and most successful al-
bum “Teenage Graffiti” in 
2006.
Unlike their first al-
bum, this record was done 
in a high-end studio and 
was produced by Ric Oc-
asek, the lead singer and 
song writer from the band 
“The Cars.” Listening to 
this album it’s easy to hear 
the influence he had on the 
band.
When I first listened to 
The Pink Spiders, I could 
have sworn that I was lis-
tening to Gerard Way from 
My Chemical Romance. 
At some points, Matt Fric-
tion’s voice sounds eerily 
similar to Way’s voice.
However, after giv-
ing the album some time 
I couldn’t get enough of 
it. The influences you can 
hear from this album are 
incredible, from The Cars, 
My Chemical Romance, 
Ted Leo and The Pharma-
cist and even older bands 
such as The Ramones and 
Cheap Trick.
Their first single from 
“Teenage Graffiti” was a 
song called “Little Razor-
Cameron Campbell
The Dakota Student
As time goes on it is 
always fun to discover 
new bands. Over the years 
I have found hundreds. 
Whether it be going to 




Somehow a band 
called “The Pink Spiders” 
alluded me. This three 
piece band from Nash-
ville, Tenn. is a garage 
rocking, melody making 
machine. On some flip of a 
coin The Pink Spiders es-
caped getting caught up in 
Nashville’s ever growing 
country music scene.
One of the most promi-
nent conservatives in the 
country that I admire is 
Sean Hannity. His program 
on Fox News, as well as his 
radio show, are two of the 
greatest sources of truth in 
the media. He’s a down-to-
earth, honest journalist who 
speaks the truth during a 
time that the media is favor-
able to fake news. Not only 
is he a great news anchor, he 
is a great American.
My parents have listened 
to Hannity’s radio show 
as well as his show that 
was previously with Alan 
Colmes for many years. I 
have admired Hannity for 
his ability to stay a strong 
conservative voice in the 
media, despite the multi-
tudes of people who have 
tried to silence him.
Hannity inspires me, 
as he has done so since my 
childhood. His record has 
proven that he is a cham-
pion for all conservatives, 
and that gives me hope for 
America’s future.
This was particularly 
evident during the 2016 elec-
tion season where Hannity 
gave then candidate Trump 
the opportunity that most 
media outlets wouldn’t: the 
opportunity to speak the 
truth about what he could 
accomplish as President of 
the United States.
Media outlets like CNN 
were adamant on portraying 
Trump as bad for America, 
when Hannity actually gave 
President Trump a chance. 
It’s no secret that Hannity is 
a Trump supporter, but he 
saw the challenges the lib-
eral media were creating for 
Trump when other journal-
ists didn’t.
He saw Trump as a 
strong supporter for conser-
vative ideology early in the 
election, something Trump 
has proved to Americans 
during his first 100 days in 
office.
Hannity has inspired 
millions of people to engage 
in the political process to 
Make America Great Again. 
No person has the right to 
tear down a great American 
who has actively supported 
the men and women who 
serve in our armed forces 
and raised millions of dol-
lars for pro-troop charities.
When I stumble across 
stories that slander those 
who inspire me, I’m greatly 
disheartened. The radical 
left has tried for years to 
silence Hannity, and they 
have ultimately been unsuc-
cessful. But in the light of the 
situation with Bill O’Reilly 
and Fox News, a new allega-
tion of unwanted sexual ad-
vances his arisen from a for-
mer Fox News guest whose 
career consists of one cruel 
attack after another.
Debbie Schlussel ac-
cused Hannity of inviting 
her to his hotel room before 
and after a debate with a 
pro-Palestinian guest in De-
troit. Schlussel said she re-
jected his advances and was 
never invited on his show 
again. Hannity responded 
to this individual’s claims 
on Monday, denoting she 
has a history of spreading 
lies about him.
“It is not the first time 
I’ve had to deal with this 
individual’s lies about me,” 
Hannity said. “Back in 2010, 
I was raising money for the 
Freedom Alliance, a charity 
that offers college scholar-
ships to the children of fall-
en or injured veterans and 
their families.”
“In a blog post, the in-
dividual falsely accused me 
and members of the charity 
of skimming and stealing 
donations,” he continued. 
“Each and every single al-
legation was proven to be 
untrue and inaccurate at the 
time, yet I was never given 
an apology. No correction 
was issued.”
Once Hannity threat-
ened litigation against 
Schlussel, she backed away 
from the media reports say-
ing she was sexually ha-
rassed in an interview with 
Lawnewz. She told them 
that she didn’t believe what 
had happened between 
them was sexual harass-
ment by a legal definition. 
“I would never accuse 
him of that. Sexual harass-
ment has a special meaning 
under the law, and I would 
never accuse him of that,” 
Schlussel said.
In the interview, she 
confirmed that she never 
thought she was harassed 
by Hannity, but rather she 
thought he was “weird and 
creepy, not someone I liked.”
In a time where the 
political climate is fiercely 
divided, Hannity is right 
to assume that this was a 
coordinated effort to not 
only him, but rather every 
conservative voice left in the 
country. Liberal fascism per-
sists in America, and out-
spoken conservatives have 
to pay the price for their 
slanderous lies.
“Liberal fascism is alive 
and well in America to-
day, and its goal is simple: 
To shut up, shut down and 
completely silence all con-
servative voices by any 
means necessary,” Hannity 
said.
Hannity is right — the 
liberal fascists believe that 
the other side needs to be 
silenced rather than dis-
agreed with. This is obvious 
in the situation that Ann 
Coulter faces at Berkeley. 
Listening to both sides of the story
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
Hannity and Coulter aren’t 
the only conservatives this 
is happening to. 
The liberal media has a 
problem with what we con-
servatives have to say, and 
rather than just merely dis-
agree with it, they believe 
we shouldn’t have a voice in 
the media at all. I find that 
it is significantly difficult to 
speak to radical liberals who 
know my political affilia-
tion. I rarely have the op-
portunity to say how I feel 
before I’m silenced, prob-
ably due to my approval of 
President Trump.
Hannity laid out the dif-
ferences between conserva-
tives and those on the radi-
cal left on Monday. 
“Unlike the left, I don’t 
have any problem with 
what the other side says. If 
you want to listen to liberals 
on radio or TV, read their ar-
ticles, follow them on social 
media, go for it.”
“I will answer their free 
speech with my own. I’ll call 
them out for their bias,” he 
continued. “I’ll explain why 
they’re wrong. I’ll debate 
them. But I’ll never, ever 
say they should be silenced. 
And I won’t support boy-
cotts to attack their adver-
tisers, a roundabout way of 
silencing them.”
For those readers who 
disagree with me, I encour-
age you to send me an email 
about why you disagree 
with me. I respect your 
opinions, and I welcome the 
chance to talk about my ar-
ticles with you. I will never 
The Pink Spiders
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached at  
mary.kacher@und.edu
tell you that your opinion 
is wrong and you don’t de-
serve to be heard. I don’t 
have any problem with 
what the other side says. 
Next time you speak to 
someone whose political 
affiliation is different than 
yours, I ask you to take a 
step back and hear them 
out, before you try to silence 
them. Take the time to cre-
ate a quality debate based 
on facts, not slanderous lies. 
When freedom of speech is 
threatened, America is no 
longer free.
 
blade.” One listen to this 
song and any rock lover 
would be drawn in im-
mediately. You can really 
hear “The Cars” influence 
in the hook of this song.
The song that I first 
heard was a song called 
“Modern Swingers.” The 
song is about almost ex-
actly what the title says. 
You can tell from the cho-
rus line:
“Yeah my baby’s pretty 
as a car crash. Sexy as a 
stinger of a hornet in your 
arm. Just another modern 
swinger. Screaming ‘catch 
me if you can’ With a ciga-
rette in hand and it’s love 
It’s heavy and it hurts and 
it’s love.”
In short, he means 
you’re not good looking 
but I love it. A real dirty 
song to say the least, but 
probably the catchiest cho-
rus in their entire musical 
career.
The last song that I feel 
should be showcased is the 
outlier. The song is called 
“Adalae.” The track fea-
tures vocal melodies that 
will not leave your head 
for days. The harmonies 
in the song is something 
straight out of a 1960’s 
British Invasion band. 
The simple guitar 
plucking and drum beat 
make it all the more un-
usual for this album. 
However, it’s one of my 
favorite and most played 
songs from this band be-
cause of that very reason.
If you are looking at 
getting into this band but 
aren’t in to rocking out, 
“Adalae” would be a fan-
tastic starting point.
The band has been on 
hiatus since 2011. How-
ever, in the middle of 2016, 
The Pink Spiders said they 
were putting out a new al-
bum in the spring of 2017. 
It’s almost been a 
month since UND Ath-
letics Director Brian Fai-
son announced that the 
women’s hockey team, 
as well as the men’s and 
women’s swimming and 
diving teams, would be 
cut at the university. After 
taking time to gather my 
thoughts on the situation, 
one thing still hasn’t sat 
well with me and I cannot 
stay silent about it any lon-
ger, concerning a comment 
by UND President Mark 
Kennedy. 
“I have accepted the 
athletic director’s recom-
mendation with the under-
standing that it provides 
for investing in champion-
ship teams in a balanced 
manner for both our wom-
en’s and men’s athletics 
programs” President Ken-
nedy said.  
While I understand 
that President Kennedy’s 
intentions were likely 
not meant to degrade the 
freshly cut teams, I do find 
the statement naïve and 
mind-boggling, consider-
ing the teams have given 
UND championship suc-
cess over the years. The 
fact that our President 
could come out and say 
this is about investing in 
championship teams just 
Immaturity and disrespect in politics
Cameron Campbell is a staff writer for   
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does not add up. 
While the women’s 
hockey team has not won 
a national championship, 
in the words of Jocelyne 
Lamoureux, they were 
well on their way. 
“The president said he 
wanted national champi-
onships,” Lamoureux said 
to the Grand Forks Herald 
following the announce-
ment of the cuts. “It was in 
the future for UND wom-
en’s hockey. To have this 
happen with the growing 
success they were having 
and the Olympians they’ve 
had is just really unfortu-
nate.”
In fact, ever since Joc-
elyne and her twin sister 
Monique Lamoureux came 
to UND in 2010, UND has 
established itself as one 
of the premier women’s 
hockey programs and has 
attracted top recruits from 
around the world. They 
also have had success dur-
ing that stretch in a tough 
Western Collegiate Hock-
ey Association (WCHA) 
conference, having never 
finished below fourth, as 
well as making at least the 
semi-final game in each 
conference tournament. 
Additionally, they have 
made two NCAA tourna-
ments. 
Even more noteworthy, 
UND has produced nine 
Olympians, potentially 12 
in the 2018 PyeongChang 
Olympics. To add, the 
Lamoureux twins won a 
silver medal in the 2014 So-
chi Olympics and recently, 
won a world champion-
ship for U.S.A. Hockey’s 
fourth straight world title, 
showing UND’s ability to 
develop world-class hock-
ey players. 
If that is not champi-
onship success and a sign 
of things to come, I do not 
know what is. 
When looking at swim-
ming and diving, the same 
could be said. Historically, 
they have arguably had 
more championship suc-
cess than any other sport 
at UND. As a Division II 
team, they won 23 consec-
utive North Central Con-
ference championships 
from 1982 to 2004. 
Transitioning to Divi-
sion I, they have not had 
the same level of success, 
but have shown great 
strides under coach Chris 
Maiello, including the 
women’s and men’s team 
combining for a 15-4 record 
last season. The swimmers 
also accomplished 132 life-
time bests, and divers Nick 
Benson and Mitch Raihle 
competed in the NCAA 
Zones and Jacob Wielinski 
almost became the school’s 
first NCAA Division I 
qualifier. 
Again, teams well on 




It’s almost been a 
month since UND Ath-
letics Director Brian Fai-
son announced that the 
women’s hockey team, 
as well as the men’s and 
women’s swimming and 
diving teams, would be 
cut at the university. After 
taking time to gather my 
thoughts on the situation, 
one thing still hasn’t sat 
well with me and I cannot 
stay silent about it any lon-
ger, concerning a comment 
by UND President Mark 
Kennedy. 
“I have accepted the 
athletic director’s recom-
mendation with the under-
standing that it provides 
for investing in champion-
ship teams in a balanced 
manner for both our wom-
en’s and men’s athletics 
programs” President Ken-
nedy said.  
While I understand 
that President Kennedy’s 
intentions were likely 
not meant to degrade the 
freshly cut teams, I do find 
the statement naïve and 
mind-boggling, consider-
ing the teams have given 
UND championship suc-
cess over the years. The 
fact that our President 
could come out and say 
this is about investing in 
championship teams just 
Sure, you can think 
that all teams are “cham-
pionship caliber” at UND, 
but that’s exactly what’s 
wrong with society. We 
think that we can earn a 
prestigious title or award 
for just playing, when in 
reality, titles and awards 
are meant to be earned. 
And let me tell you, the 
women’s hockey program 
and swimming and diving 
programs earned the title 
of “championship caliber.”
I do understand that 
the cuts allow UND to 
keep investing into other 
programs that have pro-
duced championship suc-
cess, namely women’s 
volleyball and basketball, 
as well as men’s hockey, 
basketball and football. 
Yet, let’s not pretend that 
the teams cut pave the way 
for more championships in 
men’s and women’s sports 
at UND because in reality, 
they provide less opportu-
nity for that to happen. 
You see, these pro-
grams were on their way. 
They provided greater op-
portunities to bring cham-
pionships to UND. Instead, 
by cutting the programs, 
the University cost itself 
championship success, not 
invested into it. 
So, let’s call this for 
what it is, a money issue, 
because this has nothing 
to do with investing in 
championships, but every-
thing to do with decreas-
ing the budget. 
Yes, that’s obvious, but 
trying to sugar coat the 
obvious doesn’t win any 
fans. 
If the decision really 
factored in champion-
ships, this wouldn’t have 
been the outcome. 
Cutting champions
Jake Andersen is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
jake.t.andersen@und.edu
As the title of this article 
might indicate, I believe that 
we are getting dangerously 
divisive in political rhetoric, 
and one need look no fur-
ther than the most recent 
political campaigns to see 
how nasty people can be-
come. Now I had hoped the 
Clinton and Trump crowds 
would settle down after the 
election, and move forward 
by discussing policy over 
people, but I was unfortu-
nately proven wrong. Both 
sides have instead moved 
in an even worse direction, 
attacking entire groups of 
people based on identity 
(Republican or Democrat) 
versus belief.
 This was perhaps start-
ed by President Donald 
Trump on the right, when 
he called illegal immigrants 
rapists and criminals, or 
Hillary Clinton’s on the left, 
with her moniker of 50 per-
cent of Trump supporters 
(which we now know to be 
23 percent of all Americans) 
are deplorables. Regard-
less of who started it, it’s 
now both sides’ top point. It 
would be bad enough if this 
stayed at the national level, 
with candidates engaging in 
mudslinging with the com-
mon American, but it has 
now diffused to all levels of 
political discourse, which 
has quite a few undesired 
effects. 
As an example, whenev-
er one tries to take any posi-
tion the left disagrees with, 
they immediately are called 
racist or bigoted. The fol-
lowing is a list of things that 
Democratic Party members 
have accused either myself 
or friends of mine for being 
racist for supporting: Border 
security, voter ID law, rev-
enue neutral spending, free 
speech, increased defense 
spending and pro-life.
On the other hand, it 
is not just the Democratic 
Party that does this, Repub-
licans are equally terrible, 
using the word “cuck” to 
describe anyone who dis-
agrees with them on yet an-
other wide range of issues. 
These same liberal friends 
who have called others rac-
ist/bigoted have been called 
“cucks” for supporting the 
following stances issues: 
free trade, globalism, defi-
cit fueled spending, pro-
choice, decreased defense 
spending and ending the 
war on drugs.
As a result, neither side 
is better than the other, with 
both shouting essentially 
“you started it,” as a justifi-
cation for the name-calling. 
This is the same argument 
a five year-old makes to jus-
tify something they know is 
wrong, and it’s pathetic that 
this is being used by grown 
adults. If it simply was an 
annoyance, it could be ig-
nored, but it has created a 
greater problem, the remov-
al of political discourse. 
In order to grow as a 
society, we must first have 
our ideas and positions 
challenged, such that we 
can find the best outcome 
after an objective analysis 
of each position. By imme-
diately choosing to assume 
that anyone who disagrees 
with us on a particular issue 
is X or Y, we psychologically 
shut ourselves off the argu-
ment before it can even be 
had. 
This inhibits our abil-
ity to learn new stances or 
become more moderate on 
issues, and results in hyper-
partisan candidates being 
elected who seldom create 
the most effective policy. 
Furthermore, these candi-
dates know from day one 
they have no intention of 
implementing their policies, 
resulting in public outrage 
as they move towards the 
center in seeking real solu-
tions.
The other issue with this 
Immaturity and disrespect in politics
level of rhetoric is not only 
that it stifles learning, but 
conversation as well. It has 
gotten to the point where 
many people are no lon-
ger comfortable discussing 
their opinions in public for 
fear of this name calling. 
When people no longer 
discuss ideas, we can no 
longer discuss them. Imag-
ine a child in Minto, N.D. 
being utterly disallowed 
exposure to neo-liberalism, 
simply because no person 
in town is willing to expose 
themselves and the societal 
stigmas that come with their 
beliefs, or the child in Read-
ing, Pa. similarly barred 
from conservatism. 
This creates a world 
where we can’t identify 
what party we sit with to 
serve our interests. In this 
world policy doesn’t matter, 
it’s simply us versus them 
or as said by an old friend 
of mine from New Jersey, 
“Never forget who the en-
emy is Dave, the liberals.” 
This friend ironically 
supports basically all demo-
crat positions, yet doesn’t re-
alize he is probably a demo-
crat due to never having a 
real conversation with one. 
When we are never ex-
posed to an opposing view, 
we merely follow the culture 
of those around us, Republi-
can towns flush further red, 
and Democrat towns turn 
deeper blue oftentimes vot-
ing against their interests in 
the process.
It is time to stop name 
calling and start real de-
bates with our friends on 
the issues that matter. Not 
everyone is willing to have 
a political conversation, and 
this should be respected, but 
for the ones that do engage 
in reason and compassion, 
rather than ignorance and 
hatred for your opponent.
Dave Owen
The Dakota Student
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GRAND FORKS PARK DISTRICT
FOR SUMMER POSITIONS!
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PARK MAINTENANCE      GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPING      CONCESSIONS ATTENDANTS
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS SEASONAL POSITIONS
     
Don’t Haul It.
Store It!
Many Storage Units Available
Great rates to store your stuff for summer
STORAGE MAX
623 Gateway Dr. NE
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 789-4825
Dave Owen is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
dowen123455@yahoo.com
Photo courtesy of “Never End the Fight” Facebook page
Protests have erupted in response to UND’s decision to cut the women’s hockey team and the 
men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams.
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 Marcie Woehl (bottom) and Wyatt Tuner (top) are a few of the students that performed solos during Monday's jazz ensemble 
concert at the Chester Fritz Auditorium.
A Night of Jazz at the Fritz
Classifieds
Help wanted: Personal Assistant needed 
to organize and help. Basic computer skills 
needed good with organization. Willing to 
pay $300 per week interested person should 
contact Adrain Paul at: adrain.paul@aol.com
Delivery Driver paying $17 to $21 DOE 
for May through October. Hours vary with a 
flexible schedule. Call Jarod to apply at 218-
791-9636
On Monday night, 
an audience of students, 
parents and supporters 
of the music department 
took a break from the 
rain by filling the Chester 
Fritz auditorium to listen 
to the smooth musicians 
of the UND Jazz band. 
This night had been the 
accumulation of a semes-
ter’s worth of individual 
practice and group re-
hearsals, and it was evi-
dent in their performing 
and showmanship that 
the group, as a whole, is 
passionate about music.
Directors Brian Pfeifer 
and Robert Brooks were 
excellent conductors who 
passionately led each 
group through a diver-
sity of songs, as well as 
personable hosts with 
anecdotes that charmed 
the audience. They gave 
a background and a pre-
view of some of the songs 
that were played, which 
was helpful to those who 
may not be very familiar 
with the many variations 
of Jazz music. 
The entire perfor-
mance was exceptional 
because it showcased 
many different types of 
Jazz, which is often ste-
reotyped by outsiders of 
the genre as just a bluesy 
type of instrumental mu-
sic. 
Pfeifer began the con-
cert with a Duke Elling-
ton classic, "In a Mellow 
Tone." The elegant jazz 
standard was the right 
choice that eased the au-
dience into the world of 
jazz.  Within seconds, and 
for the rest of the entire 
night, feet began tapping 
and heads began bob-
bing. The second song 
played, "Hit the Bricks," 
featuring ensemble sec-
tions and highlighted 
skills of  the trumpet, 
saxophone and percus-
sion soloists. 
The first section per-
formed another standard 
that incorporated a funky 
tune: "Little Sunflower." 
Pfeiffer ended with Hay-
burner, which, he de-
scribed as not necessarily 
a monumental composi-
tion in the world of Jazz, 
but was still a good listen. 
“Not every piece in my 
mind has to be ground-
breaking,” he said, “This 
whole album exempli-
fies the ‘big band’ sound 
and just makes you feel 
good.”
The performance of 
the second section fol-
lowed a similar set list in 
terms of genre in the or-
der of the song selection. 
Brooks chose to open with 
the standard, "Bye Bye 
Blackbird," which show-
cased the percussion sec-
tion with its upbeat tem-
po and saxophones Ryan 
Adler and Marcie Woehl, 
who had performed earli-
er this semester as part of 
the smaller Jazz combo.
An interesting song 
choice followed, titled 
"Beyond the Limit," that 
had no percussion. “This 
one’s a little different,” 
Pfeiffer previewed, “It 
steps out of the normal 
jazz. 
"It doesn’t have that 
‘1,2,3,4’ count going on 
and there isn’t a baseline 
here.” 
Had Brooks not ex-
plained this, I, the layper-
son with limited musical 
knowledge, would not 
have guessed this piece 
was even closely related 
to jazz music. Nonethe-
less, it was catchy and 
exemplified the diversity 
within the genre. 
The songs were per-
formed by two talented 
sections and highlighted 
the individual musical 
skills of many soloists. 
Cassie Walth, along with 
her mother, drove for 
four hours from Bismarck 
to watch her sister, Jessi-
ca, perform the trombone 
with the first section. 
“I really enjoyed the 
solos,” Jessica said, “It 
was really interesting 
to hear the variety of 
sounds of the different 
instruments.” 
For many of the so-
loists, this was their fi-
nal performance before 
graduating in a month 
and Jazz as an extracur-
ricular has been a big 
part of their UND expe-
rience. Peter Monsrud, a 
business major who has 
been with the band since 
his freshman year, was 
a trumpet soloist for the 
first section. “Jazz band is 
so much fun. It's 50 min-
utes, three days a week 
where I can go to distress 
and relax,” Monsrud re-
flects, “When I'm there, 
it doesn't feel like a class. 
It's just a great group of 
people who enjoy life and 
making music together.”
This jazz concert was 
a great example of one of 
the many free opportu-
nities to listen to quality 
music by the university’s 
music department. Not 
only would you support 
the department and the 
musicians whose perfor-
mances is the result of all 
their dedication to their 
craft, but would also en-
hance your experiences 
with different genres of 
music. With this Monday 
night performance, the 
band dove into jazz, and 
in doing so, surprised 
the audience by showing 
them just how diverse a 
genre of music can be.
Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer 
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The UND Collections art gallery at the Empire Arts Center held a exhibition opening on Tues-
day, April 25, 2017.
Ben Godfrey is a staff writer for The 




On April 25, UND Art 
Collections debuted a new 
gallery at the Empire Arts 
Center. This exhibition con-
tains works from many dif-
ferent artists throughout 
history. It is entitled, “Art 
Across The Ages: A Selec-
tion of Treasured Works.” 
The opening event for gal-
lery went from 4:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. and included an 
introductory speech from 
President Mark Kennedy.
Established in 2012, the 
UND Art Collections Gal-
lery works in partnership 
with the Empire in display-
ing the university’s vast 
collection outside of UND 
borders. The two organiza-
tions have put on multiple 
exhibitions in the hopes of 
enriching the cultural expe-
rience of our city.
This particular gallery 
was designed to illustrate 
the importance of art and 
creativity to the human con-
dition, and how the creative 
spirit has stood the test of 
Art across the ages
time. This show also intends 
to display the recent growth 
of the university’s collec-
tion through donations and 
purchases. All purchases for 
the UND Art Collections are 
made with funds from pro-
vided by the Myers Founda-
tion.
“Art Across The Ages” 
is true to its name. The exhi-
bition features works from 
many periods of human 
history. Some date back to 
ancient Rome, Greece and 
Egypt. Other pieces come 
from well known artists 
such as Pablo Picasso, Henri 
Matisse, Salvador Dali and 
Rembrandt van Rijn. There 
are works from contempo-
rary artists as well as un-
known makers. 
It’s fascinating to see the 
wide array of methods and 
styles that creatives have 
used throughout history. 
Ancient Roman pieces in 
the collection are made of 
molded bronze. Albrecht 
Durer’s 1510 piece, “Christ 
in Limbo,” shows a detailed 
religious scene depicted by 
meticulous woodcutting 
Necessary Meditation
Too political or not political enough?
[Gong]
Silence. No movement. 
No stress. No worries. Just 
Silence.
My eyes are closed. I lis-
ten to the rain on the roof. A 
car passes by.
[Gong]
I hear the wind in the 
trees. Why are my shoulders 
shrugged? Relax them.
[Gong]
30 minutes of silence 
have passed, and the stu-
dents of UND’s Qi Gong 
class is continuing their 
practice of mediation.
Every Monday at 4:45 
p.m., this group of medi-
tators gather at the Lotus 
Meditation Center just 
across the street from the 
Memorial Union. Some of 
those involved are univer-
sity faculty, employees and 
students. Open to all; free 
from cost and stress.
Janet Rex normally leads 
the class and she says the al-
most two-hour session helps 
participants relax both phys-
ically and psychologically.
“It’s working with life-
force energy, so you’re work-
ing energy in your body,” 
Rex said. “The exercises are 
really good, because you re-
ally can feel the energy. It just 
improves the flow.”
Physically, the exercises 
are meant to relax the mus-
cles and regain and control 
the energy of the body. The 
first 45 minutes of the class 
consists of these physical 
exercises. The class follows 
along to a video specializing 
in Qi Gong meditation.
“Qi Gong goes against 
the natural flow of soci-
ety,” according to the video 
played during the class. “Try 
to find that balance in physi-
cal relaxation, mental vitality 
and emotional tranquility.”
The instructors of the 
course try to reflect on these 
teachings and apply them to 
daily life.
“The important thing 
with the mediation is that 
we are putting some focus 
on the body,” Rex said. “So 
often in life we’re not even 
noticing we have a body. So 
we want to be very present 
in our life; we want to no-
tice our body present in the 
world.”
When the physical ex-
ercises are complete, par-
ticipants sit around a circle 
either on benches or on pil-
lows and practice half an 
hour of mindful meditation 
in silence. Rex said she re-
minds the class to have a 
relaxed posture and to focus 
on the breath.
“You’re not trying to 
control thoughts in a way 
that’s harsh. Just say ‘let 
those thoughts go by’ and 
return to the breath,” Rex 
said. “That helps to deepen 
concentration and it works 
within mindfulness and 
meditation.”
The sound of the gong 
indicates the beginning and 
end of this section of the 
meditation.
The third and final seg-
ment of the night is a book 
circle where the class reflects 
on a book normally about 
mindfulness and mediation.
Qi Gong is more associ-
ated with Daoism where 
the silent mediation is more 
associated with Buddhism. 
With these two ideologies 
influencing the practice of 
the class, the books switch 
between the two.
The book the class is dis-
cussing now is called “Eight 
Mindful Steps to Happi-
ness,” which is a Buddhist 
teaching.
The origins of the class 
go back to Tamar Reed, a 
former UND music profes-
sor. Rex said Reed was get-
ting more into meditation 
for herself, but later realized 
the university could benefit 
from free sessions on me-
diation. She had been an in-
structor for the course, but 
has given the role to other 
members as of late.
“So she put up the mon-
ey to build the Lotus Medita-
tion Center, so that’s why we 
have it,” Rex said.
While the class may 
seem small, the group does 
more than one may expect. 
The group has a regular fol-
lowing of participants who 
not only join for the Monday 
night session, but they also 
join the Wednesday noon 
classes that are only half an 
hour.
On top of the regular 
weekly classes, there are 
also weekend retreats that 
the class organizes. These re-
treats include speakers from 
the larger Midwest cities and 
Canada.
These classes are free 
and open to anyone who 
wishes to participate. While, 
for now, they meet in the Lo-
tus Meditation Center, they 
are looking to move into the 
basement of Swanson Hall in 
the not too distant future.
[Gong]
method. 
There are a handful of 
Native American works 
made with traditional beads 
and animal skins. Of course, 
there are a wide variety of 
pieces created with more 
modern methods like lithog-
raphy, screen-printing, etch-
ing and watercolor painting.
According to the gal-
lery’s program, “Newly ac-
cessioned artworks have 
enriched the educational ex-
perience of the University’s 
students, while also provid-
ing the broader public with 
opportunities to see impor-
tant art not otherwise often 
on view in the Grand Forks 
region.”
The art collection be-
longing to UND is actu-
ally rather impressive. To be 
honest, I never thought I’d 
see the day when an original 
etching from world-famous 
Spanish surrealist Salvador 
Dali was right here in Grand 
Forks, N.D. 
When I first came to 
school here, if you would 
have told me that pieces 
from Dali, Picasso, Matisse, 
as well ancient Egyptians 
and Greeks were all un-
der one roof at the Empire, 
I wouldn’t have believed 
you. Sure enough, that’s re-
ally happened. The UND 
Art Collections have grown 
significantly over the years, 
and this is the gallery that 
proves it.
This exhibition is curated 
by Arthur Jones, UND Art 
Collections Director. Peter 
Stevenson, Emmalee Hazer 
and Sarah Heitkamp were 
also involved in curation 
of the gallery. Emily Mont-
gomery, Mackenzie Teepen 
and Keith Ostrom provided 
support from the Empire 
Arts Center. 
“Art Across The Ages” is 
free to the public and will be 
open until Sept. 16. 
Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
Jacob Notermann is a staff writer 
for the Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at 
jacob.notermann@und.edu
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Janet Rex (center) leads a group during a Qi Gong session at the Lotus Meditation Center on 
Monday, April 24, 2017.
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“No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any education program or 
activity receiving Federal Financial assistance.”
NCAA, Title IX defi nition
W Track & Field
Steve Scott Invitational
4/29 TBA - Irvine, Calif.
W Softball
vs. Portland State
4/29 @ 1:00 p.m.
W/M Tennis
Big Sky Championship
4/27 @ Sacramento, Calif.
M Golf
Big Sky Championship
4/28-4/30 @ Boulder City, Nev.
W Softball
vs. Portland State
4/28 @ 3:00 p.m.
W Softball
vs. Portland State
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Chris Maiello, former head coach of the swimming and diving teams, recently signed on to coach at UConn.
Adam Demoulas is the staff writer 
for Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
adam.demoulas@ndus.edu
Title IX woes
Following the sports 
cuts at the University 
of North Dakota, 
an investigation is 
underway regarding the 
controversial federal 
code Title IX. 
In the wake of cutting 
the women’s hockey 
team and men’s/women’s 
swimming and diving 
team, the university 
will be answering 
questions of the United 
States Department of 
Education’s Office of 
Civil Right.
To best understand 
the investigation, one 
must understand the 
written code of Title IX. 
“No person in the 
United States shall, on the 
basis of sex, be excluded 
from participation in, 
be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under 
any education program 
or activity receiving 
Federal Financial 
assistance,” as defined 
by the NCAA. 
Title IX protects 
people from 
discrimination based 
on sex in education 
programs or activities 
that receive Federal 
financial assistance. 
This has allowed many 
females the opportunity 
to play sports throughout 
all levels. 
 “There’s a very small 
group of people opposed 
of Title IX,” Nancy 
Hogshead-Makar, senior 
director of advocacy 
for the Women’s Sports 
Foundation, said. “The 
vast majority of the 
public wants men and 
women to have equal 
educational opportunity 
including athletics.” 
A common myth 
of Title IX is that there 
needs to be identical 
athletic programs for 
males and females. 
Each gender team 
is not required to have 
exactly the same services 
or supplies, but the same 
standards of service does 
needs to be given to each 
of the teams. 
Variations may be 
allowed as long as they 
are justified.
Donna Smith, UND’s 
coordinator for Title IX 
programs said, “What 
happens a lot is that 
when you make a change 
that affects roster size or 
elimination of a team, 
what you need to do is 
balance both parts of 
those.” 
UND has hired an 
outside law firm, Baker 
Donelson, for guidance 
in consideration with the 
whole legal process.  
“To help make 
sure we are making all 
those calculations in 
appropriate way and 
having all the input we 
need to do that,” UND 




The funding of 30½ 
women scholarships 
need to be split across the 
current teams at UND 
in a way that makes it 
balanced across women 
and men’s teams.
“As we allocate 
dollars available, it will 
be done in order to keep 
that balance,” Kennedy 
said in response to the 
facilities that were used 
by those teams that got 
cut. 
These moves of 
funding and scholarships 
need to be relocated in a 
way that will maintain 
gender equality. 
Earn Extra Cash With Us!
Are you a student?  
Early morning hours won’t interfere with class.
Got a couple of hours? 
Earn cash working an hour or two a day.
Need exercise? 
Great start on your day - jump start your  
metabolism.
Like working on your own?  
You’re the boss - work independently.
Have another job?  
Carrier delivery won’t interfere with  
your schedule.
Want to gain useful job experience?   
Earn a reputation of being on time and  
responsible.  Other employers will take notice.
Call today!
780-1224
Del ivery jobs avai lable!
Do you like to write?
Looking for an internship?





This was known 
throughout the process 
of cutting the teams 
and may have been 
considered when cutting 
teams. 
“We are aware of the 
investigation, which 
was not unexpected,” 
UND spokesman Peter 
Johnson said, “We 
will work with the 
investigators to answer 
whatever questions they 
might have.” 
There has been an 
attempt by the women’s 
hockey team to raise 
money from supporters 
in order to save their 
program. 
Kennedy respected 
their efforts, but would 
only realistically 
consider it if $60 million 
were raised to endow the 
program. 
In this short amount 
of time since the women’s 
hockey team and 
swimming and diving 
team were cut, many of 
the athletes including 
coaches have found 
other opportunities with 
other teams across the 
country, some within 
almost days.
As the wake settles 
and the investigation will 
slowly come to an end, 
the student athletes and 
student population will 
have to come to terms 
with what has happened. 
Budget cuts raise Title IX suspicions 
